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INFORMATION OH GD R TRANSPORTATION raptt.tttpb 

u < _4.^f-f 0 i lo ' wi . ng formation is from Vierteljahrshefte zur 

U S g > "° 2 ' mk> publl °*** d in Berlin by Duncker 
sad HuBbloN. The report contains data on GDR transportation 
Media and compares 1953-1954 data with 1938 data. The prewar 

thHres«rS D R?] reP ° rt presuaabl y refer t0 area of 


Reichsbahn 

th * Helchsbahn approximately 100,000 freight ears of all 

C«tral^a^4rt e < ^ 0perati0n8, Thie ngure includ « the reserves of the 
Central Car Administration and of the Soviet Control Commission, as well as 

relght cars which by West German standards would not be counted as beina in 
operating condition. The 100,000 freight cars are about tw^da of tte 

£co £Jv el6ht ; Ca c rf5; By th * eDd ° f W53, the Reichsbahn Ld an operating 
were anrli*rtn th Btandard ‘6Uage locomotives. If West German standards 

bhese locomotives , only about 3,000 of them would be des- ' 

40 ^rcent o^e 8 c °f itl0D : The latter f^ure represents about 

w ? h 193 V locomotlve P ark - Recently, the condition of the 
locomotives has improved, but the locomotive shortage remains the most serious 
weakness of the Reichsbahn. During the second half of 1953, a total of 350 
locomotives were used in the brigade service for reparations shipments. 

The following table lists the number of type of cars of the Reichsbahn 
passenger-car park, as of early 195U; Heicnsbahn 


Type of Cara 

local passenger-train cars 
Fast passenger-train cars 
Express passenger-train cars 
Others 


Bo of Cars 


■1 qoq °f h the P a86 * n 6 er car B y 1,406 cars vere in repair. In 

938, there were 18>000 railroad passenger cars in operating condition. 

The transportation performance of the Reichsbahn [as of early 1952] was 

stork ^ in i e ^; 0n t0 the 8lZe and condition of the trackage and rolling 
stock. Since the GDR performance report for 1953 did not discuss the ful- 
fillment of the passenger transportation plan, it may be assumed that the 

Perf °? DanCe Wa8 DOt reached * Nevertheless, the 1953 passenger trans- 
0f the Relchsbahn ^ve exceeded the prewar level. 

I* f^^ a ? 8p0rtation of more than 140 million tons was at least 
as the 1938 level. The 1953 ton-kilometer performance (21.2 billion 
ton-kilometers) was about 10 percent below the prewar performance. 
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Inland Waterway Tran,^-*, I 

seriou8 ^ 

- iS^rr-St's sasr^SSF* 


Inland Waterway Vessels 


?g_of Vessel 


Motor freight ships 


Barges 


No of Vessels 
Id operation 


In repair 


Total Capacity 
(in tons) 


** 3,460 


601,270 


a Mps T i, e r* of tug8 an<i “° tor *«*** 

vatervay fleet. tlc of the poor condition of the inlan d 

at £$"!“• “ J~W» art 

- mm 4. asassr.-s jfs.sTCsw» 

HlffhVAVO OnA U - i - m * 


li&hvays and Motor ^angE ortatlon 


W—. u a, w» „„„ 

cause of a shortage d of f road ^ lgh J' ay netw °rh remains In need of repair be- 
The following figures do not inclJtde^ew ?? t * rlals and investment funds, 
highways which are closed to t ff t fo ! const ™ctlon and 

under repair: 1 for military reasons or which are 


Ta>e 

Autobahnen 

Long-distance highways 
Highways, 1 st class 
Highways, 2 nd class 


GDR Highway Network 
(as of early 1954) 


length In I Qlomet.ee. 


10,122 


20,0h8 
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Prior to World War II, the vehicle density of the GDR and West Germany 
was almost equal, hut the present level of GDR motoriiation is far he low 
the prewar level. 

The plan for freight trucking was reportedly exceeded by 6 percent in 
3 - 953 * Because no report was Issued about the performance of passenger 
transportation via motor vehicles, the same assumption may be made as In the 
case of the Relchsbahn, namely, that the plan was not fulfilled. 


Motor Vehicles and Trailers* 
(as of early 195*0 
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Passenger cars (l<# privately owned) 
Busses (8 i» privately owned) 

Trucks 
Prime movers 


Mo of Vehicles 
57,578 
1,354 
70,682 
9,357 


Motor vehicles total (not including motorcycles) 138,971 
Trailers 34,166 


Motor Vehicle Density in the GDR* 
(1938-1953) 

Per 1,000 Inhabitants 


Per 100 sq km 


Tyne of Vehicle 

1238 

1953 

1938 

1953 i 

Motorcycles 

264 

— 

373 

i 

Passenger cars 

198 

31 

280 

54 i 

| 

Busses 

3 

0.7 

4 

1*3 | 

Trucks 

53 

39 

75 

66 

Prime movers (not including 
tractors for agricultural 
use) 9 

5 

13 

9 

Trailers 

— 

19 

— 

32 | 


♦Figures for 1953 and 1954 include GDR military vehicles, 
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